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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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1 )^l Responsive to communication(s) filed on 28 March 2008 . 
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Status of the claims is as follows: 

Claims 1, 17-33, and 42 have been cancelled; and 

Claims 2-16, 34-41, and 43-51 (50-51 newly added) are herein addressed 

below. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 6-9, 11-16, 34-36, 38, 40, 41, 43, 44, 46, and 48-51 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ganzinotti (3,341,974) in view of Van Dyk 
(4,371 ,175). Ganzinotti ('974) discloses a door system comprising a door exposed to 
an atmosphere of air comprising a door member (2, fixed), a door panel (3 or 7) that is 
movable relative to the door member (2), an inflatable seal (8, along the top and side or 
along the side and bottom) between the door member (2) and the door panel (3 or 7) 
having an air inlet (8b), an air outlet (8c) to atmosphere via the seal (8). Ganzinotti 
('974) further discloses a pressure reducer (10, via a pump/blower) connected to either 
the door member (2) or door panel (3 or 7) via flexible pipes (column 2, lines 40-45) and 
a heating element (1 2). Figure 3 of Ganzinotti ('974) discloses the release of air along 
the bottom portion of the door panel (3 or 7) and Figure 4 discloses the air moving back 
through a fluid mover (i.e., pump/blower/fan). Ganzinotti ('974) fails to disclose a seal 
with thermal insulation. Van Dyk (4,371,175) discloses an inflatable seal having thermal 
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insulation (the inner layer). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to provide the seal of Ganzinotti ('974) with thermal 
insulation as taught by Van Dyk (4,371,175) since thermal insulation provides more heat 
transfer and thereby increases the efficiency of the system by preventing the build-up of 
frost. 

Claims 2, 4, 5, 10, 37, 39, 45, and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Ganzinotti ('974) in view of Van Dyk (4,371,175) and further in 
view of Knap (4,150,509). Ganzinotti ('974) discloses a door system comprising a door 
exposed to an atmosphere of air comprising a door member (2, fixed), a door panel (3 
or 7) that is movable relative to the door member (2), an inflatable seal (8, along the top 
and side or along the side and bottom) between the door member (2) and the door 
panel (3 or 7) having an air inlet (8b), an air outlet (8c) to atmosphere via the seal (8). 
Ganzinotti ('974) further discloses a pressure reducer (10, via a pump/blower) 
connected to either the door member (2) or door panel (3 or 7) via flexible pipes 
(column 2, lines 40-45) and a heating element (12). Figure 3 of Ganzinotti ('974) 
discloses the release of air along the bottom portion of the door panel (3 or 7) and 
Figure 4 discloses the air moving back through a fluid mover (i.e., pump/blower/fan). 
Ganzinotti ('974) fails to disclose the following: the panel translates, the door member is 
a sliding panel, and a floor associated with the door member. Knap ('509) discloses an 
inflatable door system for a pair of sliding/translating door panels within a floor/sill (1 ). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
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provide the door system of Ganzinotti ('974) with a pair of sliding panels guided along a 
floor as taught by Knap ('509) since two sliding panels provides a larger opening within 
a wall to be exposed thereby allowing greater movement of material and goods 
therethrough. 

The applicant's arguments have been considered but are not deemed 
persuasive. The action above was corrected to state that by providing Ganzinotti with 
thermal insulation, the heat transfer is increased thereby preventing the build-up of frost. 
This combination does not teach away from the teachings of Ganzinotti ('974) but rather 
understands and solves the problem of frost build-up about a freezer opening. With 
respect to the applicant's arguments of Van Dyk, it appears that the applicant is arguing 
the references individually and not the combination thereof. 

/Jerry Redman/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3634 



